
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
	  
	   	  

December 2015 

Lady Knights  Cros s Country  - County Champions!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On October 22, 2015, the girls ran to a first place finish in the Greater Morris County Junior School XC Championship 
Races at Greystone Park in Morris Plains.  The county championship capped off an amazing season, which saw the girls 
run to a record of 12-2 in their meets.  Going back to last year, these same girls have put together a remarkable record of 
25-3. 
 
Alysha Bailey finished the season with the best race of her Brooklawn career, finishing as the top Brooklawn runner and 
8th overall in Morris County.  Preya Singh, who ran into the record books with 25 individual first place finishes in her 
BMS career, came in just six seconds behind Alysha for a 12th place finish in the county.  Emily Moutis and Captain Karly 
Cirillo finished just seconds later, finishing 16th and 17th overall, respectively.  Excitement grew as many Brooklawn fans 
sensed that a victory was within the team’s grasp.  With a final surge, Kaitlin Cirillo raced to the finish line just four 
seconds ahead of a Frelinghuysen runner, sealing Brooklawn’s championship by just one point.  Olivia Smith and Missy 
Rankel pushed hard to the finish line, finishing in very important 6th and 7th places for Brooklawn, guaranteeing the 
victory. 
 
For the girls, it was the culmination of a season in which a county championship was the stated goal during the team’s first 
practice.  Through many weeks of long, slow-training runs, the girls demonstrated a commitment to that goal through hard 
work and team spirit.    
 

Hello BMS Community: 
 
It has been a wonderful and exciting year thus far at BMS! Our students are working hard in their classes 
and enjoying the many activities we have to offer. Looking forward to a great rest of the year. On behalf of 
everyone at BMS, wishing your family Happy Holidays and a healthy and joyful 2016! 
 
- Dr. Betz, Mr. Cleary and Mr. Nicosia 
	  



	   	  

Veterans Day 
 

Congratulations to the BMS 8th Grade Band on a fine 
performance at the Veterans Day Ceremony at 
Parsippany's Veterans Memorial Park.  The band 
sounded great and was an integral part of the solemn 
ceremony.  Additional recognition goes to 8th grade 
trumpet player, Anthony Paterno for playing Echo Taps 
alongside Mr. Stella at the ceremony.  This performance 
also marked the Parsippany conducting debut of 
Brooklawn's new band director, Mr. Jenkins. 
 

Go Gold For Emma 
  

On Friday, October 16, 2015, all students and staff at BMS wore gold to show their support for Emma (Daughter of 
BMS Social Studies Teacher Lyndsay Wyman) and all children fighting pediatric cancer. The Builder’s Club along 
with the Peer Leaders and the School Climate and Culture Club sold Gold Links to construct a large chain to show 
our unified support.  

 

Beards Against Breast Cancer 
 

October was Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Here at BMS we 
joined together with CMS and PHS to raise awareness in two 
ways. Participating male staff members put away their razors for 
a 'friendly' competition to attempt to grow the toughest, scruffiest, 
best looking beard in Parsippany. On Friday, October 23rd, our 
male teachers dyed their beards pink and a contest was held for 
the best looking beard. Congratulations to Mr. Griffith for being 
voted Best Beard at BMS! 

 

Mr. Griffith 
2015 Beards Against Breast Cancer 

Champion 

BMS	  6th	  	  Graders	  Holding	  Up	  Our	  Links	  of	  Love	  

8th	  Grade	  Band	  at	  Parsippany’s	  Veterans	  Memorial	  Park	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Day of the Dead 
 

Day of the Dead or El Día de los Muertos is a Mexican 
holiday that takes place on November 1st and 2nd, at the 
same time as All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day. All 
Saints’ Day, which honors all the saints in heaven and All 
Souls’ Day, a day of prayer for the souls of the dead are 
solemn occasions. El Día de los Muertos however is both a 
happy and solemn holiday.    
 
Those that celebrate El Día de los Muertos believe that the 
gates of heaven are opened at midnight on October 31st, and 
the spirits of all deceased children or angelitos are allowed 
to reunite with their families for 24 hours. On November 
2nd, the spirits of the adults come down to enjoy the 
festivities that are prepared for them. 
 
Traditions involved with El Día de los Muertos include 
beautiful altars or ofrendas, candles, flowers, sweet bread or 
pan de muertos, and various decorations.  Eighth grade 
students in Señorita Araujo’s and Señora Hunt’s classes 
made their own festive decorations called “papel 
picado.”  Their work is being displayed in the classrooms 
and can been seen in the photographs to the right. 

Wave Erosion Design Challenge 
 

Ms. Skinner, Ms. Gerber, Mrs. Clear, and Ms. 
Pantina’s sixth grade classes have been investigating 
how the process of weathering and erosion shape the 
Earth’s surface.  Students are finishing up the unit 
with a beach erosion design challenge where they 
utilize the Engineering Design Process Loop to 
create a device or structure that will protect New 
Jersey’s barrier beaches from wave erosion.  The 
challenge was a class favorite and helped students 
make real world connections in the classroom.  
 

6th	  Grade	  Science	  students	  working	  on	  the	  design	  challenge	  

Models of structures designed to protect barrier beaches from wave erosion. 
	  



	  
	  
	   	  

The Soundtrack of the Human Brain 
The directors of The Soundtrack of the Human Brain 
would like to thank the BMS community for 
supporting the fall comedy. After an intense three-
week rehearsal schedule, the BMS Drama Club 
hosted two fabulous performances, showcasing the 
talents of our cast and crew. The hilarious comedy 
incorporated brain surgery, a wedding proposal, 
fortune cookies, lip syncing and clever plot twists to 
produce a ton of laughs. Special thanks to Mr. 
Fasciana for writing the play and for working with 
our actors to make the characters come alive. We are 
looking forward to the next Drama Club production 
as we kick off auditions for Grease in the month of 
December.  
 

Life Skills Field Trip Update 
 

On November 18, 2015 Ms. Clark and Ms. Dzuback brought their 7th and 8th grade life skills 
students to Stop n’ Shop in Morris Plains, New Jersey.  While at Stop n’ Shop, they had several guests join 
them on the field trip: Mr. Nicosia, Ms. Sobieski and Mrs. Bailliard.  In addition, a few students bumped 
into Mrs. Fasciana and their elementary school teacher, Mrs. Boll, from Lake Parisppany.   “We had so 
much fun,” said Divine Lemon.  “Everyone had a great time,” said Alina Kuriakose.  Nilay Patel said, “I 
cannot wait for our next field trip to Target!” Stay tuned for Ms. Clark and Ms. Dzuback’s next Life Skills 
field trip update… 
 
Written By: Ms. Clark’s 8th Grade Life Skills Class 
 

Cast	  &	  Crew	  of	  The	  Soundtrack	  of	  the	  Human	  Brain	  

Life	  Skills	  Field	  Trip	  to	  Stop	  n’	  Shop	  



	   	  Brooklawn’s Hour of Code Event 
 
On Tuesday December 8th, several 6th graders and their parents 
participated in our Second Annual Hour of Code Event. Hour of 
Code is a part of Computer Science Education Week, which is 
celebrated annually during December. Hour of Code is designed 
to encourage students to learn about and participate in computer 
programming. At our event, 6th graders and their parents 
learned about the importance of coding and then got to spend an 
hour trying out different coding challenges and tutorials. It was 
great to see parents and students working together using code to 
solve various puzzles and challenges. From programming the 
characters in Star Wars, Minecraft, or Frozen to making their 
own games and animations with code, thousands of lines of 
code were written and everyone had a fantastic time doing it!  
 

Brooklawn’s New Chess Club 
 
What an amazing turnout there was for the first meeting  
of the Chess Club! 
 
The founder of the Chess Club, Yuvanshu Agarwal, and 
its co-founders, Suchit Bapatla, Brandon Ng, and Jainil 
Ajmera eagerly waited for members to arrive in B15 - and 
arrive they did!!  In no time, all twenty-four desks, three 
tables, and standing room only overflowed with excited 
chess players.  As the four leaders began to explain the 
format of the club, more students gathered outside in the 
hallway because there was no more room in B15.  The 
head count was sixty - comprised of boys and girls from 
all grade levels! 
 
 Mr. Nicosia came to the rescue and kindly ushered the 
large gathering up to the cafeteria.  Since the anticipated 
number of participants was nowhere near sixty, there were 
many who could not play because there were only about 
ten boards. 
 
This problem was solved with the help of Mr. Lawrence, 
who generously cut squares of wood on which paper 
chessboards were glued, allowing for a total of twenty-one 
boards for the next meeting.  Mrs. Smay also contributed 
to the success of the club by offering the media center for 
our new location.  The tables and chairs are a perfect set 
up for the matches. We look forward to many challenging 
games and lots of fun! 
 
 

Community Service Project 
 

Over Thanksgiving break Ms. Fitzgerald’s students had an 
option to make a holiday card for a U.S. Service member. 
Many students took the opportunity to write beautiful 
cards thanking our military for their service.  They were 
mailed to the American Red Cross in Summit for 
distribution. Kudos to all those involved! 
 

Holiday Sweater Contest 
 

Look out! On December 23rd Brooklawn’s departments 
will compete in a holiday sweater contest. We will be 
holding a contest to see which department can dress in 

(Ridiculous) Festive Holiday Sweater fashion. Photos to 
follow in the next edition! 

Student and parent taking part in the Hour of Code Event 
	  



Community-based field trip to The Spa on 
Monday, November 23 

Matthew Huyhn, Divine Lemon, Nick Zigman, Olavo Moraes 

Ms. Kralik’s World Cultures Class 
 

In Ms. Kralik’s Period 3 World Cultures class, students 
recently learned about La Toussaint, or All Saint’s Day, 
which is celebrated on November 1. They researched a 
deceased, famous, French-speaking person and created a 
tombstone for that person. The whole class participated 
in a “Cemetery Walk” on November 2 and they 
completed a tour of the “cemetery” by visiting each 
tombstone and answering a question. The scene was set 
with the lights off and background music playing to 
enhance the experience. The students got a lot out of this 
culminating activity.  

Media Center News 
 
Our Media Center continues to be a very active place.  
Students have been doing many research-based projects.  
The Media Center Symbaloo page has been a popular 
webpage to access all of our digital resources.   
 
We have many new books [print and electronic] recently 
added to our middle school library collection.  Some of 
these books include titles nominated for the Garden State 
Children’s Book Awards and the Garden State Teen Book 
Awards.  These awards are unique in that they are one of the 
few awards which allow children to vote for the book(s) 
they feel should win the award in various categories.  
 
A “voting jar” is in the Media Center to place completed 
ballots.  Also voters can go online to vote.  Any ballots in 
the “voting jar” will be submitted before the closing dates. 
 
Ballots for the Garden State Children’s Book Awards and 
the Garden State Teen Book Awards are available in the 
Media Center. 
 
Visit the Media Center Symbaloo Site at: 
 http://www.symbaloo.com/mix/mediacentersymbalo
o 

Ms.	  Kralik’s	  class	  completing	  the	  cemetery	  walks	  

Ms.	  Kralik’s	  class	  completing	  the	  cemetery	  walks	  



	   	  

Cyberbullying & Online Assembly 
 

Brooklawn recently hosted an assembly on 
cyberbullying and online safety. Melissa Straub, 
private investigator and social justice advocate, 
presented on topics such as the dangers of the internet, 
strangers on line, digital etiquette and cyberbullying. 
Students learned valuable skills for protecting 
themselves against online preditors.  

 

Teacher Good News… 
 
 

Congratulations to Ms. Alessia Ricciulli, Italian 
Teacher, on the recent birth of her daughter, 
Francesca. Congrats! 
 
Congratulations to Mr. Matt Wilkie, Math Teacher, 
on his recent marriage. BMS wishes you all the 
best! 
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Christina Lambert, Special 
Ed Math Teacher, on her recent marriage. BMS 
wishes you all the best! 

Service Learning Project 
“Be the Change You Wish to See In The World” 

 
Mrs. Churchwell and Ms. Payerl’s 7th grade classes are 
curently working on a service learning project. 
Students are identifying problems in the community, 
the impact they have on people, and how we can make 
a difference in the lives of others. Students have been 
working with various service orginizations such as 
Milk & Bookies, Project Night Night, 11th hour 
Rescue and many more! This is a great opportunity for 
our students to get a first hand look at what a bit of 
caring, kindness and compassion can accomplish.  

 
Teacher for a Day Contest 

 
Every year the Builders Club hosts a Teacher for a Day contest. It is always very popular as it gives students the 
opportunity to see what their favorite teachers do and to spend the day with them! This year over $600 was raised 
and toys were purchased to be donated to Toys for Tots. With the help of Lake Parsippany School Girl Scout 
Troop 6052 the toys will be delivered in time for Christmas! Thank you everyone for your support!  

 

Service Project Collection 
	  



	  
	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Girls Soccer:  The Brooklawn Girls’ Soccer Team 
tackled a competitive schedule with grace and 
determination.  The girls showed great improvement 
and versatility over the course of the season.  They 
continually learned from both the wins and the 
losses; and always demonstrated a “never-give-up” 
attitude.  Although the team’s record does not 
accurately reflect the effort and time put in by the 
girls, there were countless shining moments by the 
offense, midfield and defense.  Best wishes to the 
sixth and seventh graders on their future seasons! 
 
-Lauren Geiger & Katie Rogers 

Boys Soccer:  The boys’ soccer team finished the season 
with 10 wins, 3 loses and 1 tie. They made it to the semi-
finals of the tournament, but lost to the eventual 
champions Dover, by a score of 3-1. Rob Behdnarczyk 
was the top goal scorer for the Knights with 19 on the 
season. Congratulations to all the boys on a very fine 
season and best wishes to the 11 graduating eighth 
graders. With 18 players returning next year, the boys will 
be looking to make another run at the middle school 
championship. 
 
 
- Coach Anthony Pico 

Fall Sports Recap 

Winter Sports Update 

Boys Basketball 
 
The	  boys’	  basketball	  team	  has	  gotten	  off	  to	  a	  great	  start	  this	  season	  winning	  their	  first	  7	  
games.	  	  The	  highlight	  for	  the	  team	  was	  beating	  Central	  Middle	  School	  for	  the	  first	  time	  in	  at	  
least	  9	  years.	  	  On	  offense,	  the	  team	  features	  balanced	  scoring	  with	  5	  different	  players	  leading	  
the	  team	  in	  scoring	  during	  the	  7	  games.	  	  Defensively,	  the	  team	  has	  shown	  powerful	  
rebounding	  and	  relentless	  pressure	  on	  shooters	  to	  hold	  teams	  to	  32	  points	  or	  less	  in	  5	  of	  the	  7	  
games.	  	  	  
	  
	   The	  team	  has	  a	  strong	  8th	  grade	  presence.	  	  The	  starters	  have	  been	  Angelo	  Varcadipane,	  
Brandon	  Perot,	  Isaiah	  Washington,	  Christian	  Camero	  and	  JD	  Breslauer.	  	  The	  other	  eighth	  
grade	  contributors	  are	  Anthony	  Memoli,	  Anton	  Leyzerov,	  Jacob	  Badian,	  Shutian	  Yang,	  David	  
Giraldo	  and	  Devesh	  Naik.	  	  	  



 
Cheerleading  

  
The winter cheerleaders are excited to start a new 
season and cheer on Brooklawn Middle School 
sports.  This winter season the squad will be 
cheering for the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams 
during home games.   The cheerleaders are 
learning a variety of new cheers and chants along 
with a dance featuring stunt sequence.   The girls 
are also looking forward to showing off their new 
skills at the winter pep rally.  Go Knights!	  

Girls Basketball 
  

The girls basketball team is excited and looking forward to a great season. Thus far the team has 
been working hard and sets out to improve everyday. Faced with a difficult schedule, the team 
looks to stay close in every game and have fun throughout the season. Look out for the Lady 
Knights to surprise a team or two this winter. 	  

Know of something great going on in our Brooklawn community? Send it in to be 
published in the newsletter. We publish every other month. Blurbs can be sent to 
Mike Nicosia at mnicosia@pthsd.net  

BMS	  Cheerleaders	  performing	  at	  half	  time	  

Good luck to our 
wrestling team! 


